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Education evaluation and PISA 2015    

Exchange of views  

The OECD Programme for International Student Assessment, known as PISA, is a
triennial international survey designed to evaluate education systems worldwide by
testing the skills and knowledge of 15-year-olds. For EU Member States, PISA is an
important source of information for the ET2020 strategic framework, the Europe
2020 strategy and the European Semester. More specifically, PISA is the basis for the
EU benchmark on the under-achievement of 15-year-olds in basic skills. The
indicator states that, by 2020, the share of 15-year-olds who are low achievers in
reading, maths and science should be less than 15% in the EU.

Following the results of the 2015 Pisa assessment (published in 2017), which showed
great variation across Member States with regard to the share of low achievers in
reading, maths and science, CULT Members gathered to hear from a panel of 5
experts regarding the next steps. One of the important ideas discussed by the panel
was science literacy, which means more than simply scientific knowledge and relates
to students’ willingness to engage in science-related issues and to apply scientific
ways of thinking to problem-solving and future careers. Furthermore, the experts
highlighted issues surrounding the disparity between students from different
socioeconomic backgrounds, as well as the influence of technological developments
on learning.

During the exchange of views, Members highlighted the importance of PISA as an
instrument to help Member States understand where they stand in terms of student
achievement both inside and outside school. They also stressed the importance of
creating a platform through which Member States could share best education
practices, alongside the need to equip students with new over-arching skills for work
in an ever-diversifying world. Members also raised concerns over the distribution of
teaching resources in schools and the need for specific policy reports in Member
States.
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European Solidarity Corps   
Oral question and draft resolution

The CULT Committee adopted a resolution on the Commission's
proposal to set up a European Solidarity Corps - a policy
initiative designed to boost volunteering and offer young
people short-term work placements as a means to increase
solidarity and active inclusion in society. An oral question to the
Commission had already been drafted by the committee on the
same topic.

The oral question and the resolution raise a considerable
number of questions and uncertainties regarding the
establishment of the EUSC. With this resolution, CULT Members
follow up on reservations they have already raised by
underscoring that the Commission must propose a dedicated
legal base for the Corps. That means clearly defining the scope of
the Corps, its financing and the specific arrangements (e.g. a
clear distinction between volunteering/ occupational strands;
contractual arrangements; tasks and duties of participants;
recruiting partner organisations etc.) that will allow for the
smooth operation of the Corps. 

At the moment, and in the absence of a dedicated legal base, the
new Solidarity Corps relies exclusively on financial support from
a wide range of existing EU programmes and policies (e.g.
Erasmus+; Europe for Citizens, Life+; European Structural and
Investment Funds; Health; Asylum, Migration and Integration
Fund). These often already lack sufficient funds to support their
core initiatives. Members voiced their opposition to the addition
of new policy initiatives to existing programmes and funds,
without increasing the budget, as this could jeopardise positive
programme outcomes by creating competition with successful
existing initiatives, such as the European Voluntary Service. 

The oral question and the resolution are expected to be
scheduled for plenary in April. Through a dedicated debate and
adoption of the resolution in plenary, the European Parliament
will feed into work on the future legal base of the European
Solidarity Corps.

Implementation of EFSI  
Adoption of draft (opinion Jill EVANS, Greens/EFA)

The Committee overwhelmingly backed the opinion, which
takes stock of EFSI implementation to date and will feed into
thinking on how it can better deliver in future. The opinion
highlights the relatively limited spending so far on education
and training and cultural and creative industries (CCIs) and the
distinctly uneven geographical coverage in EFSI funding, with
investments concentrated in Western Europe. It points to the
opportunities that EFSI offers for CCIs, arguing that better, more
targeted and sector-specific communication is needed to raise
awareness (e.g. using the Creative Europe Desks). The opinion
also stresses the need for more sector-specific advice and
support, which means ensuring that the European Investment
Advisory Hub is adequately resourced and able to operate more
effectively at national, regional and local level. Finally, more
attention must be devoted to investment platforms, which can
help bring together small projects and improve funding
prospects.

On the flipside, the opinion questions whether EFSI can really
deliver for the education sector due to legal restrictions on
borrowing and calls, therefore, for funding diverted from
Horizon 2020 to EFSI to be restored. However, it does point to
the scope for supporting enhanced rural connectivity and
infrastructure to improve access to education. Finally, it calls for
greater synergies between EFSI and other EU funds and urges
the Commission to frontload the Creative Europe Guarantee
Facility through EFSI to support SMEs in the cultural and creative
sector.

Procedure file

 

 

 

European Court of Auditors    
Exchange of views

As part of its scrutiny activities, the CULT Committee held an exchange of views with the European Court of Auditors on the efficiency
and effectiveness of spending and policy measures in the education and youth fields. The Court has recently adopted a number of
special reports on education objectives and spending and on youth-specific measures, in particular regarding the high levels of youth
unemployment.

Ms Ivanova, ECA Member, presented some of the key findings from these reports. Particular attention was devoted to the report on
support by EU funds to education. The ECA assessed whether EU spending on education, mainly from the European Social Fund, is
being implemented in line with the Union’s education objectives and whether there was a sufficient and clear link between education
and employment. Ms Ivanova concluded that stronger links between spending on education and employability should be
systematically established in order to achieve real results.

During the debate, a number of Members expressed their satisfaction with the work of the ECA and especially its utility for MEPs as
policy-makers looking to formulate evidence-based policy proposals. However, some underlined that employability should not be the
sole criterion for assessing the success of EU-funded education measures as education is about far more than preparing students for
the labour market. By way of conclusion, the CULT Chair reiterated that the committee would like to hold regular exchanges with the
ECA. She underlined that the ECA should function more as an early warning alert, highlighting potential issues that can be rectified,
rather than purely as a watchdog, intervening only when the financial interests of the EU are at stake.
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Towards an EU strategy for international cultural relations

JOINT AFET-CULT MEETING - Consideration of draft report (Elmer BROK, EPP, and Silvia COSTA, S&D)

CULT and AFET discussed the proposed development of a
visible common EU strategy on the cultural aspects of the EU’s
external relations. The draft report stresses the importance of
the European Union’s strength in diversity. Together with its
partner countries and its Member States, the EU promotes
peace, stability and well-being. Given the current political
destabilisation and crises that the world is facing, thinking of
new approaches to diplomacy is essential.
 
In its resolution of the 12 May 2011 on the cultural dimensions
of the EU’s external actions, the EP reaffirmed the importance of
culture in external policy and expressed concerns at the

fragmentation of EU external cultural policy and projects. The draft report therefore highlights the importance of encouraging
cultural cooperation between the EU and its partner countries through the promotion of a global order based on the rule of law,
freedom of expression, intercultural and interreligious dialogue, mutual understanding and respect of fundamental values.
 
During the exchange of views, Members agreed on the importance of culture as a tool for diplomacy, and argued for culture to be
recognised as the fourth pillar of sustainable development and a human right. While culture was acknowledged as a tool to bring
people together and break down barriers between different communities, concerns were raised about the equally divisive nature of
nationalist culture. Members therefore highlighted the importance of the press in communicating a common message and
understanding of culture, diversity and tolerance, as well as the need for adequate funding and resources to ensure cultural
communication and cooperation on the ground.

Procedure file Amendments deadline: 10 March 2017 at 15.00 Committee vote: 21-22 June 2017

EUROPASS and A New Skills Agenda for Europe 

JOINT EMPL-CULT MEETING - Consideration of draft reports (Europass - Svetoslav MALINOV, EPP, and Thomas MANN, EPP; New Skills
Agenda - Momchil NEKOV, S&D, Martina DLABAJOVA, ALDE)

Europass. Members of the CULT and EMPL committees discussed the New Skills Agenda, recognising the Commission's important
efforts to update, modernise and improve the European tools and services regarding skills competences and qualifications. Decision
No 2241/2004/EC established a framework to address these challenges. It clearly determined responsibilities and achieved better
transparency of qualifications and competences through a portfolio of documents known as ‘Europass’  which individuals can use on a
voluntary basis.  Although, there is a consensus that Europass is in need of urgent updating, the updates should, however, not come at
the detriment to what Europass has already achieved and should also be gradual in order to prevent a heavy administrative burden for
Member States.

The revised Europass services would also use and adapt to the potential of the future digital systems. The recall that respecting
diversities and responsibilities, simplification, effectiveness and efficiency are the core targets. All instruments should be designed
appropriate and should not overstretch Europass. Furthermore, there was a consensus amongst Members on the importance of
maintaining the voluntary character of Europass in order to prevent the flooding of national authorities with bureaucracy.

The new launches a number of actions (of which Europass is one) to ensure that the right training, the rightSkills Agenda for Europe 
skills and the right support is available to people in the EU. In the draft report, the Rapporteurs welcome the Skills Agenda as a step in
the right direction encouraging shared commitment between education providers and employers toward a common vision on the
crucial importance of lifelong learning policies. The Rapporteurs believe that it is important that people are equipped with digital
competences, as well as to be able to use digital technologies in an innovative and creative way. However, in order for this strategy to
be effective, there is a need to give first the right skills’ and competences to teachers and educators to demonstrate pedagogical
leadership at all levels of education. The Rapporteurs regret that there is no dedicated funding for the implementation of the Agenda.
The report also advocates more explicit links between the Skills Agenda, the European Semester and ET 2020 with regard to the
education and employment targets. Furthermore, the Rapporteurs also believe that stronger emphasis is needed in the Agenda on the
important role of non-formal and informal learning in reaching out to and empowering learners.

Procedure file
Procedure file

Amendments deadline (COD): 10 April 2017 at 15.00 
Amendments deadline (INI): 6 April 2017 at 12.00

Committee vote: 201721-22 June 
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Consideration of draft opinions 

VAT rate on books, newspapers and periodicals - Bogdan ZDROJEWSKI (EPP)

The Rapporteur welcomed the Commission proposal, which seeks to end the anomaly whereby books, newspapers and periodicals
are eligible for favourable VAT rates only if they are in physical format. He puts forward two targeted amendments to the recitals. The
first stresses that a level playing field on VAT should help drive investment in creative content and enhance access to cultural and
educational materials. The second clarifies that adapted and audio e-publications would qualify for reduced VAT rates under the
proposal, thus ensuring that people with visual impairments can benefit from the change to VAT rules. In the debate, Members
expressed support both for the proposal and the Rapporteur’s approach, highlighting that the real battle will be in Council where
unanimity is required.

Procedure file Amendments deadline: 28 March 2017 at 11.00 Committee vote: 25 April 2017

EU action for sustainability - Liadh NÍ RIADA (GUE/NGL)

The opinion, which will feed into the ENVI Committee INI report, centres on access to education generally, with a specific focus on
lifelong learning and access for people from disadvantaged backgrounds, whether economically or geographically. The Rapporteur
seeks to support the EU’s holistic approach to sustainable development issues. During the debate, Members backed the Rapporteur’s
approach and underlined the importance of linking the sustainable development agenda with education, culture, youth and sport
policies. In particular, it was stressed that properly resourced public education systems are essential for equality and social inclusion
and for meeting the SDG4 (Sustainable Development Goal 4) targets.

Procedure file Amendments deadline: 29 March 2017 at 12.00 Committee vote: 25 April 2017

Protection of whistleblowers  - Zdzisław KRASNODĘBSKI (ECR)

There was broad agreement between the Rapporteur and the Shadows who took the floor to acknowledge the crucial role whistle-
blowers play in exposing fraud, tax evasion and corruption, both in the public and private sectors. There was also general recognition
of the dangers inherent in their activity and hence the importance of offering them adequate protection. The main question raised
during the debate was whether to take into account cultural specificities when conceiving a protection scheme and the kind of
instrument needed for that purpose.

Procedure file Amendments deadline: 29 March 2017 at 18.00 Committee vote: 30 May 2017

European Electronic Communications Code - Curzio MALTESE (GUE/NGL)

Through a series of amendments put forward to the Commission proposal, the draft opinion focuses primarily on two key points. The
first is to establish a legal obligation for national regulatory authorities to contribute to the implementation of policies aimed at
promoting cultural, linguistic diversity, and media pluralism, as part of the general objectives governing their work. The second is to
preserve “must-carry” obligations for electronic communications providers to ensure that citizens have access to public value content
and to modernise them by extending them to all audiovisual media services. The Rapporteur also addresses specific issues such as
end-user protection, radio access and better access for remote regions. Both the Members and the Commission welcomed the draft
opinion, expressing overall support for the Rapporteur's position. Some comments were made on the potential effect that the
Rapporteur's amendments on “must carry rules” might have on subsidiarity.

Procedure file Amendments deadline: 31 March 2017 at 14.00 Committee vote: 4 May 2017

Body of European Regulators for Electronic Communication - Silvia COSTA (S&D)

The Rapporteur underscored the inextricable link between the BEREC proposal and the proposed Code (Maltese opinion), which
entrusts BEREC with several new tasks. The draft opinion puts forward a handful of amendments to emphasise that BEREC must
perform its tasks with the objectives of promoting cultural and linguistic diversity and media pluralism firmly in mind. It also highlights
the need for BEREC to engage with the broadest possible range of stakeholder interests, including in its working groups, and for
BEREC to be able to cooperate with other Union bodies, such as the European Regulators Group for Audiovisual Services, to ensure
overall policy coherence. The Rapporteur’s amendments were without prejudice to the fundamental debate on whether BEREC should
retain its current hybrid structure or become a fully-fledged EU agency, which she felt should be dealt with in the lead committee,
ITRE. Nonetheless, the discussion focused on the question of BEREC’s structure and institutional set-up.

Procedure file Amendments deadline: 29 March 2017 at 11.00 Committee vote: 4 May 2017
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Minority Languages and Education: Best Practices and Pitfalls    
Study presentation

Ms Richt Sterk from the Mercator Centre on Multilingualism and Language Learning presented the key findings of a comparative study
on ‘Minority Languages and Education’ requested by CULT in 2016 and overseen by the Policy Department for Structural and
Cohesion Policies. The study acknowledged the need to identify and exchange examples of best practice with regard to minority
language teaching. Moreover, the study argued for greater clarity on the terminology used for minority languages as well as their role
as tools for the promotion of cultural heritage and peace and stability in Member States. With this in mind, the Ms Sterk stressed the
importance of raising awareness about the advantages of speaking minority languages in both work and everyday life, particularly for
teachers.

While there was a general consensus among Members on the importance of promoting minority languages as a useful cultural tool, a
debate developed around the question of how to assess the research results and substantiate some of the claims made in the study. In
this context, the speaker invited Members to share their knowledge of minority languages in their own regions in order to improve the
accuracy and effectiveness of the study.
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In this non exhaustive list you can find recent articles/publications which might be of interest to you:

These universities are poised to overtake Harvard and Cambridge
University leaders divided over fourth industrial revolution
In Europe, skilled craftsmanship is luxury. Why not in the rest of the world, too?
Gender quotas and the crisis of the mediocre man
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